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Requirements for a Good Passport Photo 

  

 Printed on matte or glossy photo quality paper 
 Size of photo 

o 2 x 2 inches (51 x 51 mm) in size 
o Size of head must be between 1 1/8 -1 3/8 inches (25 - 35 mm) from the 

bottom of the chin to the top of the head. 
 Recent, taken in the last 30 days to reflect your current appearance 
 Eye glasses may be worn, but there must not be any glare. 
 Background must be plain white or off-white 
 Head must be directly facing the camera with your full face in view 
 Taken with a neutral facial expression or a natural smile, with both eyes open 
 In color 
 Taken in clothing that you normally wear on a daily basis 
 No hats or head coverings, unless you wear it daily for religious purposes. Your full 

face must be visible and your head covering cannot cast shadows on your face. 
 No headphones or wireless hands-free devices. 

 
 
NOTE: 
Using a pencil or felt pen, lightly point your name and alien registration number on the 
back of the photo. 
 
Want to use your own digital photo? 
 
Use the Department of State’s free photo tool, available at:  
 
https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports/photos/photos.html 
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